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MBS item number Descriptor Reimbursement  

35003 Cervical or upper thoracic sympathectomy by any 
surgical approach 

Fee: $828.50 

Benefit: 75% = $621.40 

35006 Cervical or upper thoracic sympathectomy, where 
operation is a reoperation for previous incomplete 
sympathectomy by any surgical approach 

Fee: $1039.05 

Benefit: 75% = $779.30 

NOTES: MBS Medicare Benefits Schedule  
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Domain Henteleff et al 2008 Malmivaara et al 2007 

Question In adult patients with severe, disabling 
primary hyperhidrosis, what is the effect of 
thoracic sympathectomy on short- & long-
term freedom from excessive sweating & 
on patient quality of life? 

Safety & effectiveness of ETS for 
hyperhidrosis & blushing   

Searching Medline, Cochrane Library, pearling 

1990-October 2007 

Search terms & limits stated 

Medline & Cochrane Library 

1966-June 2004 

Search terms & limits  stated 

Selecting Inclusion & exclusion criteria insufficient Inclusion criteria insufficient  

Study flow Flow diagram Not reported  

Validity assessment Reported to be undertaken; insufficiently 
described 

Comprehensive  

Data abstraction Not reported  Processes described 

Study characteristics Insufficient Brief 

Data synthesis Narrative description of selected studies Brief narrative description from extensive 
tables  
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 Database Search terms Date 
searched 

Systematic reviews/health technology 
assessments 

York CRD 

http://www.crd.york.ac.uk/crdweb/ 

‘thoracic 
sympathectomy’ 

02 
October 
2008 

Systematic reviews/health technology 
assessments 

Entrez PubMed 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez 

(endoscopic 
thoracic 
sympathectomy) 
AND systematic 
[sb] 

02 
October 
2008 

Systematic reviews/health technology 
assessments 

The Cochrane Library 

http://www.cochrane.org/ 

thoracic 
sympathectomy 

02 
October 
2008 

Current trials Current Controlled Trials 

http://www.controlled-trials.com/ 

sympathectomy 09 
October 
2008 

Current trials Clinical Trials.gov 

http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ 

sympathectomy 09 
October 
2008 

Current trials Australian New Zealand Clinical Trials Registry 

http://www.anzctr.org.au/Default.aspx 

sympathectomy 09 
October 
2008 

Clinical practice guidelines Trip database 

http://www.tripdatabase.com/index.html 

endoscopic 
thoracic 
sympathectomy 

14 
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2008 

Clinical practice guidelines NLH National Library of Guidelines 

http://www.library.nhs.uk/guidelinesfinder/Defau
lt.aspx?pagename=HOME 

thoracic 
sympathectomy 

14 
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2008 
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